Parents & Caregivers

Sometimes, for reasons outside of your
control, your student may struggle to see
the importance of going to school and it
can be hard to know what to do.

It is important that you work
cooperatively with your student’s school
at the earliest sign of difficulties. Schools
can and will help resolve barriers that
may be making school feel like a
frustrating and unwelcome place for your
student.

It is important to understand that
ignoring attendance issues only makes

them worse, for you and for your student.

Research has demonstrated chronic
absence has a significant impact on
student achievement.

Students who regularly miss school are:

= More likely to miss early learning
milestones.

I Less likely to graduate on time.
= More likely to drop out of school.

X More likely to experience poor
outcomes in adulthood.

X Reach out to your local

School District directily if
someone in your family is
struggling with school
attendance issues.

Check your local School
District’s Policy regarding
specifc attendance rules.
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= Contact Crawford County

Health & Human Services
at (608) 326-0248 if your
family needs additional
support and/or service
connection.

Attendance
Matters

Every student. Every day.
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Brighter Futures

Regular school attendance is essential to
school success. Frequent absence (full or
partial days) from school is one of the
number one reasons that youth have poor

achievement and discouragement in school.

Students cannot expect to achieve their full
potential if they frequently miss class
sessions.

It is the legal and moral responsibility of
parents, guardians, and/or legal custodians
to ensure regular school attendance. This
pattern is established early on through the
attitude and support of the school, as
shown by the caregiver(s).

School and community resources are
available to give support to caregivers as
needed to ensure regular school
attendance.

Truancy Defined

Truant is defined as “a pupil who is absent from
school without an acceptable excuse...for all or
part of any day on which school is held during a
school semester.”

Habitual Truant is defined as “a pupil who is
absent from school without an acceptable
excuse...for all or part of 5 (five) or more days
on which school is held during a school
semester.”

Schools want youth in class; if you are
having trouble with attendance, speak to
your school principal and ask for a
meeting to generate ideas before a referral
is made.

When a student meets the definition of truancy,

the school may do the following:

Missed all or Part of 1 Day:
M Enforce an in-school response such as

detention or loss of privileges, etc.

Simple Truancy:
I Refer the youth to Teen Court.

V Request an officer to issue a Citation to the
youth or a Contributing to Truancy Citation

to the caregiver(s).

M Encourage voluntary community services to
address underlying needs and prevent
further truancy issues.

Second & Subsequent Offenses:
If attendance continues to be an issue, a school
truancy meeting will occur, and a student may

be found to be Habitually Truant.

If the youth is 17 + years old, a Habitual Truancy

citation may be issued.

If the youth is 6 — 16 years old, the following

may occur:

M The student and family may be referred to
Human Services for voluntary services in

lieu of further Habitual Truancy action.

M If voluntary services are unsuccessful in
addressing Habitual Truancy concerns, then
an officer may issue a Contributing to

Truancy or Habitual Truancy Citation, or

M A Habitual Truancy Referral may be sent to
Crawford County Health & Human Services

Juvenile Intake, and

X The student may have ordered
conditions that mandate service
involvement and limit personal
freedoms until school attendance has
improved, in addition to paying fines

and completing community service.

X The caregivers may also have ordered
conditions that support the resolution
of underlying needs that may be

contributing to the truancy concerns.
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